HB 573 By Representative Kreegel

BACKGROUND

Physician Assistants have been licensed in Florida since 1972.  They are partners with physicians in delivering quality healthcare to all Floridians.  Currently, PAs prescribe medications pursuant to a formulary established by the Council on Physician Assistants with the concurrence of the two Boards of Medicine.

PAs are prepared to prescribe by their PA educational program and by training or clinical experience in pharmacology that is achieved prior to attending PA schools. The average PA student is a 27 year old college graduate with nearly three years of prior health care experience as a paramedic, nurse, military corpsman, etc.  Before entering PA school, a candidate must have foundation coursework to prepare them for pharmacology instruction including inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry or biochemistry, physiology and microbiology.  The national average of instructional hours in pharmacology for a PA student is 78 credit hours.  Total pharmacological instruction in clinical medicine averages 308.6 hours. Approximately 30% of end of clinical rotation exams for each specialty tests a student’s knowledge of pharmacotherapeutics.  Similarly, the national exam taken by all PA graduates has a significant number of questions verifying that student has adequate knowledge of clinical therapeutics for prescribing drugs.

FACTS

Currently, a fully licensed PA in Florida may only prescribe medication under the following circumstances:

1) The supervisory physician notifies the Florida Department of Health of his or her intent to delegate the authority to the PA.

2) The PA must show evidence of completion of at least 3 classroom hours in prescriptive practice which covers the limitations, responsibilities and privileges involved in prescribing medicinal drugs.

3)  The PA must complete a minimum of 10 CME hours in the specialty practice

      in which the PA has prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal.

4)   The PA must work for 3 months in the specialty area of the supervising    

      physician.      .

5) The PA must write the prescription on a form that complies with chapter 499 and note the prescription in the appropriate medical record.

ISSUE

Requiring a PA to wait 3 months from graduation or from simply changing a job before they can prescribe medications unnecessarily reduces the effectiveness and efficiency of Physician supervised, Physician-PA teams.  Similar professions do not have this requirement.

RESOLUTION

Delete the antiquated 3 month requirement.  PAs are adequately trained to prescribe medications and they are supervised by physicians. Maintain all other requirements of the Practice Act.

For information contact Mixon & Associates at (850) 222-2591 or Juhan@mixonandassociates.com

