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URGENT FAPA LEGISLATIVE ALERT


November 16, 2011
A bill has been filed that could potentially detrimentally impact the PA Profession in Florida.  Below is a link to Florida Senate Bill 904 by Sen. Fasano. This bill is intended to be a "glitch bill", that is, it is intended to "fix" problems that were created in the previous session. Specifically, SB 904 is supposed to correct problems in the bills passed regarding pain management clinics, the so called "pill mills". 

Please pay particular attention to line 475. This wording changes the definition of "ordering" to make it synonymous with "prescribing". The problem with this seemingly innocuous change is that PAs have been ordering (not prescribing) controlled medications in the in-patient hospital setting for almost 40 years. They have been able to do this because the Attorney General and The Boards of Medicine have consistently interpreted the law to mean that ordering is different than prescribing. With the passage of SB 904, with one fell swoop of the pen, PAs will no longer be able to have this duty delegated to them. If you work in a hospital setting and order controlled medications for your doctor's patients, your job is in danger! 

What can you do? First, if you are not a member of FAPA you need to join today. You must support the only organization that protects and promotes the PA profession in Florida.  

Second,FAPA member or not, you need to support the FAPA PAC legislative effort. Simply go to the FAPA website, www.fapaonline.org log on (you can set up an account for free), go to the FAPA Political Action Committee tab in the left navigation bar, then go to the secure contribution tab at the bottom of the page that opens. The default contribution is $25.00 a month. This is less than one dollar a day, far less than you would spend on a cup of coffee. You can contribute more, any amount you feel is appropriate. 

If your job and your profession are important to you, you will join FAPA and support the FAPA PAC today. Literally thousands of PA jobs depend on it!.  

If the time comes for you to contact your legislator directly, you will be alerted with specific information. Until then, we will keep you posted on our efforts to fix this problem. With your support, we can and will eliminate this very real threat to your livelihood. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0904/BillText/Filed/PDF   

Sincerely, 

Dayne Alonso, PA-C 

FAPA President 

